CULTURE A–Z
How much of an opera traditionalist Are You?

They compose operas
in German now?

Einstein on the
Beach is soooo late
20th century.

What do you consider
“authentic Wagner”?

It’s pronounced
BI-royt not
Bay-RUTH, dummkopf.

As long as
there’s a fat lady with
horns, I’m fine.

What does a
“fresh” interpretation
mean for you?

Something I can
deconstruct viciously
over a nice glass
of Riesling.

The Ring is best a
metaphor for…

Germany’s
schizophrenic 20thcentury history

PARIS

The Paris Opera’s first
production since 1957 is a
potpourri of political symbolism. June 18–26; Opéra
Bastille, 120 Rue de Lyon;
operadeparis.fr.

The rapacious folly of
modern capitalism

Bayreuth

The house Wagner built
stages a new production,
with allusions to the “gold
of our time”: oil. 1 July 26–
August 27; Festspielhügel
1-2, Bayreuth, Germany;
bayreuther-festspiele.de.

Something Wagner
wouldn’t have thought
possible.

Have you ever “thrown a
shrimp on the barbie”?

Heavens no.

Everything!

la Scala

This German-Italian
coproduction, directed
by Guy Cassiers, may be
the most abstract Ring out
there. May 18–June 29; Via
Filodrammatici 2, Milan;
teatroallascala.org.

Seattle

A restaging of its 2001
award-winning traditional
production. August 4–25;
McCaw Hall, 321 Mercer
St.; seattleopera.org.

the met

This encore production includes a gigantic “Machine”
of rotating wedges and
video projections. May 4–11;
Lincoln Center, New York;
metoperafamily.org.

I sure didgeri-did!

Melbourne

Opera Australia’s first-ever
Ring cycle promises an
“Australian imagination.”
November 18–December 13;
The Arts Center Melbourne,
100 St. Kilda Rd.;
melbourneringcycle.com.au.

Return to form

Four acts that have been sorely missed.

A May 19 concert at
Carnegie Hall marks the
beginning of maestro
James Levine’s comeback
season, two years after a
fugue of ailments brought
his four-decade run at the
Metropolitan Opera to an
abrupt curtain call.

174

departures.com

After an injury sidelined
him at the Olympics and
the US Open, tennis star
Rafael Nadal’s 222-day
hiatus came to a close
in February, when the
racket wonder made some
promising clay-court plays
at the Chile Open.

In April, Bette Midler
made an overdue return
to the Great White Way in
I’ll Eat You Last, her first
Broadway show since 1979.
The one-woman monologue
tells of Hollywood agent
Sue Mengers, a figure as
abundant in moxie
as the name brightening
the marquee.

Though Mick Fleetwood
insisted just a year ago
that it would never happen,
Fleetwood Mac launched
an ambitious reunion tour
last month, set to regale
more than 30 American
cities with both tried and
new material. — R.t.
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The
Right
Ring
Cycle

This year marks the
bicentennial of Richard Wagner’s birth,
and to celebrate
opera companies
worldwide are
staging his ür-epic,
four-opera cycle, Der
Ring des Nibelungen.
While Wagner was
notoriously demanding in his stage
directions, there
have been countless
interpretations of
this work—and not
every staging is for
all tastes. Fortunately,
we’ve created a
handy flowchart. —J.L.

